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Finally, it may be useful to recall what we are aiming for. Many Americans are increas-
ingly concerned about global climate change, energy security, and American reliance on
fossil fuels. Their lack of knowledge, however, stymies and often frustrates them. New
ideas and good solutions may be difficult to imagine. Many people care, but feel helpless
and unable to participate in creating new patterns of resource use. First and foremost,
this program is intended to build awareness and knowledge among a concerned but
powerless public. We suggest making information available in such a way that people are
pleasantly and painlessly informed, respected, and engaged.

Why is public engagement the ultimate goal of this program? Because moving toward
sustainability will require that all of us begin to think and question assumptions in a
fresh way. The acceptance of new opportunities and solutions will be more likely if
people understand the issues and consequences. While corporations and governments
could strike out into the new territory of sustainable energy resources, they are not
likely to make bold moves without the support of clients, stakeholders, and voters.

Most people are concerned about the future, not just this generation’s immediate future
but the future of this planet and its inhabitants. Most people want to be a part of creat-
ing solutions that are good for the environment, the economy, and their communities.
Obtaining information is the first step toward this engagement. These materials will
help you paint a picture of possibilities, answer questions, and empower people to con-
tribute to a public dialogue on sustainable energy resources.




