


Wood to Energy

wood). Since the length and
intensity of the cold season
varies in different places, an
accurate estimate of oper-
ating expenses needs to be
based on where the boiler
is being used. Handling and
storing wood requires suffi-
cient space and equipment.

Summary

Wood-burning units can
provide a less expensive
option to oil or natural gas
for heating air and water
in buildings. They can pro-
vide building heat, domes-
tic hot water, or even heat

for swimming pools. These ]
. . Figure 1. Outdoor boilers heat water that warms nearby buildings. Proro ev Prie Badaer.
systems may be installed in

new buildings or added dur-
ing renovation. When burned correctly, wood is generally References

environmentally cleaner and carbon neutral. See the fact
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News., Issue 96, February/March 2003. http://www.
motherearthnews.com/DIY/2003-02-01/
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sheet, Comparing Wood and Fossil Fuels, for more informa-
tion. While not appropriate for every situation, wood fur-

naces make some of the benefits of using wood for energy

available on a small scale.

For more information about using wood to produce en-
ergy, visit http://www.interfacesouth.org/woodybiomass
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and read other fact sheets, community economic profiles, Associate Extension Scientist, Food and Resource Economics Department, Uni-
and case studies from this program, or http://www. versity of Florida, Gainesville, FL.

forestbioenergy.net/ to access a number of other

resources.
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