Exercise 4.9

Working with Conflict

Handout 1

Scenario Cards

1. Your county is going through a comprehensive planning process. An urban services line on the map indicates where sewer and water lines will be extended for concentrated development (inside the line) and where it won’t. The landowners outside the line believe they will not be able to sell their lands for suburban development; this represents a significant loss of potential income. Those in favor of the line believe protecting open space is key to maintaining an attractive community. Assume the line is also serving to protect natural resources and ecosystem services. How do you balance private property rights with resource protection?

2. A developer proposes to build a large subdivision in an area that had been zoned one house per five acres. He is requesting a change in the zoning to allow four houses per acre and plans to create a “conservation subdivision” with some affordable housing. Those who already live in the area are furious with their loss of open space and the potential of the new community to attract those with less wealth. Farmers in the area are beginning to realize that they will not be able to farm much longer no matter what happens. Creating more housing and more affordable housing is important to the larger community. Your agency has been dragged in to this by both sides who see their solution as “good for natural resources.”

3. A landowner wishes to cut a loblolly pine plantation. The only access she has to her property is through a subdivision. She has offered to repave the road if the logging trucks crack the pavement, but the residents are opposed to the harvest. They chose to live there because they like the trees. Both sides have asked the state forestry agency to help them win this conflict. 

4. A state park wishes to conduct a prescribed burn on a natural area of the park that borders a subdivision of mobile homes, which are in extreme danger if a wildfire developed. The park recognizes that they best way to prevent a catastrophe is conduct a prescribed burn before the fuel loads become too great. The residents do not understand the ecological value of a prescribed fire and are concerned about an escape. They are afraid and very vocal. Their representative on the City Council has privately insinuated that you are trying to make a poor, minority community move elsewhere. 
