Exercise 4.8

Knowing the Community

Worksheet 1: What Do You Know about the Community?

Check the “I know” box to indicate that you are familiar with the following information about your audience. If you aren’t completely certain, how would you find out? (Fill in some brief notes in the section “I could find out more by. . .”)

	Community Questions
	I know 
	I could find out more by . . . 

	How long have people lived in this community? How many newcomers came from nearby cities, and how many came from other states?
	
	

	Why do people move here? What attracts people to this area? Are these qualities constant, growing, or disappearing?
	
	

	What is the average age of the people in the community? How does this vary by length of residence? Are newcomers mostly retired? Are young families moving in?
	
	

	What is the ethnic composition of the community? How many different languages are spoken at home?
	
	

	How important is religion in this community? What are the most common religions?
	
	

	Is this a working class community? A retirement village? A neighborhood of people who commute to a nearby city? How much expendable income is available to these people and how much time do they have to use it?
	
	

	How do people in this community define environmental quality?
	
	

	What do people value in this community? How important is environmental quality compared to other values?
	
	

	In a neighborhood, how do people value their houses? Are they merely dry places to sleep, or are they an economic investment? Are the homes a place to relax and recharge?
	
	

	Do people own interface property (more than 10 acre) because they want privacy, isolation, their own piece of nature, to make money from the resources, or to take care of the environment?
	
	

	How familiar are people in this community with the ecology of the region? Fire regime? Invasive plants? Source of drinking water? Forestry practices?
	
	

	Who owns the large pieces of land in the interface? Is it accessible for recreation? Are the resources intensively managed? Are there conservation easements?
	
	

	How is land in the wildland-urban interface zoned? What could it look like in 10 years? 20 years?
	
	


